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say that the battle is partly won, but we must add not wholly.
Many people still believe, with Dr. Chalmers, that there is a
complete transfer of training from one sort of mental material
to another: hence the much advertised courses for training
memory, will-power, initiative, etc. And many schoolmaster?
(but not so many schoolmistresses) still decline to admit art
and music to the sacred company of Latin and mathematics,
and to place them on an equal footing in the secondary-school
curriculum. Again, among educational philosophers and
psychologists, the virtues of certain studies as affording an
incomparable discipline of the mind, the results of which
discipline are effective in whatever else the mind has subse-
quently to grapple with, and the value of those studies as
tests of the highest kind of ability, were generally assumed
until the beginning of the present century, and are sometimes
assumed to this day.
The question is not whether a person who can write a good
piece of Latin prose, or solve a difficult problem in geometry,
has a good brain. Of course he has. The question is, or has
been, whether these and similar exercises, exercises which
have no obvious use in most people's daily lives, have the effect
of so toughening and strengthening the mental fibre that they
enable a person to approach any other kind of mental task
with better prospects of success. This, in turn, raises the whole
question of what is known among experimental psychologists
as "the transfer of training." Does the training or discipline
acquired in one branch of learning "carry over" to other
branches, whether similar or dissimilar? If so, what is the
extent of this transfer? Is the amount of the transfer the same
to all subjects alike? And what is the psychological explanation
of the transfer? Does practice in mathematical reasoning help
one in political reasoning? Does practice in memorizing verse
help one to remember faces? Does practice in expressing one-
self in a second language help one to express oneself better in
one's native language? The list of questions could obviously